
 

Send story ideas or comments to communications@rentonwa.gov. 

Translation of the newsletter is available on the City of Renton’s website. For 
additional translation services contact communications@rentonwa.gov. 

If you’re not already a subscriber, please sign up and get up-to-date news and 

information from City Hall. 
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VIDEO OF THE WEEK 

[VIDEO WILL EMBED ONLINE] 

“Cows in the Forest” 

Go into the creative mind of artist Gabrielle Lewis as she describes her iconic 

mural, "Cows in the Forest." 

Gabrielle was inspired by the legend of the "Four Cows Wide Bridge." 

According to Renton lore, Farmer Erasmus Smithers allowed the railroad to 

bisect his farmland in exchange for a passageway. Smithers asked that it be 

"four cows wide" to move his livestock between pastures. The corridor remains 

today. 

In addition to a powerful northwest theme, Gabrielle's mural has four cows 

strategically placed to photobomb your selfie. 

You can view the mural on the east side of the Renton Printery Building at 315 

S. Third St. 

 

PHOTO OF THE WEEK 

 

Cherry trees in full bloom at City Hall. 

 

COVER STORY 

Saluting our volunteers 

April is Volunteer Appreciation Month in Renton. While 2020 limited us to few 

public-facing events, the impact our volunteers had on our community 

remained strong. 

They pitched in at food banks and homeless shelters, making and serving 

meals to ensure basic community needs were met. 

They volunteered their time to meet via Zoom as part of the many boards, 

committees, and commissions that help guide city policy. 

Once COVID-19 restrictions were relaxed, our volunteers came together to 

successfully hold the Renton Farmers Market. The Renton Downtown 

Partnership relied on their strong volunteer group to promote the businesses 

and activities through a pandemic and major utility construction project. Our 

parks and trails volunteers were also able to return to a regular schedule of 

socially distanced beautification projects.  

Author John Mulhall wrote, “The greatest gift you can give someone is your 

time.” That’s what motivates our volunteers. They know through sharing they 

mailto:communications@rentonwa.gov?subject=This%20Week%20in%20Renton%20Inquiry
mailto:communications@rentonwa.gov?subject=This%20Week%20in%20Renton%20Translation%20Inquiry
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/RENTONWA/subscriber/new
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/RENTONWA/subscriber/new
https://youtu.be/PaWbsk0cWzI
https://rentonwa.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7922657/File/City%20Hall/Mayor/Proclamations/2021%20Proclamations/April%202021/Volunteer%20Month%20Proclamation_April2021.pdf
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can improve our community and help those in need. This makes Renton a 

better, more connected community. 

We look optimistically towards the second half of 2021 and the ability to hold 

more events. When that time comes, our volunteers will return to center stage. 

They’ll be back as volunteers with police, emergency management, 

community services, and at the senior center, history museum and city hall, to 

name just a few. Their selfless donation of time, talent and energy makes a 

significant contribution to our city, and we owe them our gratitude. 

If your church group, business, or community organization is interested in 

helping with a project, please contact Teresa Nishi. 

 

MUNICIPAL COURT 

Jessica Giner has been appointed to the 

Renton Municipal Court bench, 

replacing Judge Terry Jurado, who retired 

after 22 years. She began her duties on 

April 1. 

Mayor Armondo Pavone made the 

appointment, which City Council 

unanimously approved. 

Of her appointment, the judge said, “I am 

very honored and appreciate the 

confidence Mayor Pavone and the City 

Council have shown in me. Renton is such 

a great city—so diverse and community-

focused. I’m looking forward to making 

this court a model for other municipalities by focusing on inclusivity, 

innovation, and public safety.” 

Judge Giner has served in a judicial role in dozens of courts in Western 

Washington for 15 years. Over the last six years, she has almost 600 days on 

the bench, including serving as a pro tem judge in Renton since 2016. She has 

earned a rating of “Exceptionally Well Qualified” from the King County Bar 

Association and top ratings from six minority bar associations: QLaw, Latina/o 

Bar Association, Cardozo Society, Joint Asian Judicial Evaluation Committee, 

Washington Women Lawyers, and Loren Miller Bar Association. 

 

COMMUNITY 

Sexual Assault Awareness Month 

In 2020, just over 7,000 adults and children in King County received sexual 

assault victim assistance from specialized organizations. Sexual assault knows 

no boundaries, affecting all ages, sexes, ethnicities, and occupations. 

The question remains, “What can we do?” There are obviously no easy 

answers, but it’s proven that educating people, especially children, on how to 

protect themselves from sexual assault can make a difference. Here in Renton, 

King County Sexual Assault Resource Center (KCSARC) is on the frontline 

working with victims of sexual assault and their families, ensuring their voices 

are heard. Their services include a 24-Hour Resource Line, (888) 99-VOICE, 

individual therapy, and legal advocacy for victims pursuing a criminal case.  

Mayor Armondo Pavone has proclaimed April as Sexual Assault Awareness 

Month in Renton to highlight the work of organizations around the county 

and encourage the community to stand with survivors and stand up against 

harmful attitudes and behaviors that contribute to sexual assault.  

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Renton PD introduces hearing assistance card 

Renton police officers are now carrying hearing assistance cards to better 

communicate with drivers who are hard of hearing or deaf. 

The card allows the driver to explain how they communicate best (e.g., lip 

read). They can also direct the officer’s actions to better understand what is 

needed (e.g., asking the officer to speak more slowly). The reverse side has 

images allowing the officer to communicate with the driver. 

In the past, officers would use their notepads to communicate. This card will 

now help conversations between the officer and driver easier to understand. 

All Renton officers carry this card in their vehicles. Community members can 

request a card by contacting Cyndie Morris (cmorris@rentonwa.gov) or 

download it at rentonwa.gov/hearingassist. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Judge Jessica Giner 

mailto:tnishi@rentonwa.gov?subject=Volunteer%20Opportunity%20Inquiry
https://rentonwa.gov/news/current_news/jessica_giner_appointed_renton_municipal_court_judge
https://rentonwa.gov/news/current_news/jessica_giner_appointed_renton_municipal_court_judge
https://rentonwa.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7922657/File/City%20Hall/Mayor/Newsletter/This%20Week%20in%20Renton/2021%20TWIR/87_TWIR_040221/87_TWIR1_040221.pdf
https://rentonwa.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7922657/File/City%20Hall/Mayor/Newsletter/This%20Week%20in%20Renton/2021%20TWIR/87_TWIR_040221/87_TWIR1_040221.pdf
https://www.kcsarc.org/
https://rentonwa.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7922657/File/City%20Hall/Mayor/Proclamations/2021%20Proclamations/April%202021/Sexual%20Assault%20Awareness%20Proclamation_April2021.pdf
https://rentonwa.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7922657/File/City%20Hall/Mayor/Proclamations/2021%20Proclamations/April%202021/Sexual%20Assault%20Awareness%20Proclamation_April2021.pdf
http://www.rentonwa.gov/hearingassist?fbclid=IwAR2eiS0cLYjrm0gMkPfRzcn4XHhpYqUdFim4PkVsW9bUx3kfJpsOp2_GS0w
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Wells/Williams starts new intersection phase 

The Wells-Williams Conversion Project has started the second phase of 

intersection work. After completing the north half of the intersections where S 

Third Street crosses Wells and Williams avenues, work has moved to the 

southern half. 

Traffic will continue to get through the construction zone on S Third Street. 

Williams Ave S and Wells Ave S will also continue as two-way cul-de-sacs 

between S 3rd St and S 4th St, allowing businesses access. 

You can find the latest project information, including maps for current and 

planned detours for each phase of intersection work, at rentonwa.gov/ww. 

 

 

RENTON ART 

Find Erasmus’ friends as part of Hatch Day 

Erasmus, our downtown rooftop dragon, invited 45 of his closest friends to 

celebrate the third anniversary of his Hatch Day on April 17. But his friends 

have gotten lost downtown on their way to see him. Here’s how you can help 

find them. 

First, download and print a Hatch Day Scorecard or pick up a card at one of 

these locations pick up a “Hatch Day Scorecard” at one of these locations: 

• City Center Parking Garage, 655 S Second St. (pamphlet holder will 

be inside the garage on Saturday, April 17) 

• Sparkle Gifts & Whatnot, 824 S Third St. 

• Smoking Monkey Pizza, 613 S Third St 

Then, starting at 10 a.m. on April 17, 

come downtown and find 10 of 

Erasmus’ friends. Each dragon has a 

unique number. When you find one, 

write the number on your scorecard. 

One scorecard for each participant, 

and please don’t move the dragons. 

During your adventure, you'll also be 

able to enjoy a variety of foods and 

beverages, shop for that unique item 

from downtown merchants or admire 

the eclectic artwork. Free parking is 

available in the City Center Parking 

Garage (655 S Second St.). 

Email your scorecard 

to arts@rentonwa.gov by noon on April 18 to be entered into the prize 

drawing. Winners are selected at random and will be announced on April 19. 

As part of the April 17 celebration, the Renton Municipal Arts Commission will 

present a Renton Road Show from 2-4 p.m. on Wells Avenue between 

Erasmus’ perch (824 S Third St.) and Four Generals Brewing (229 Wells Ave. S). 

Stop by and enjoy local musicians Abel Ames and Neo Soul Sensation, Luna 

Lunabby. 

The arts commission is also hosting a “make your own dragon egg” contest to 

celebrate Erasmus. A limited number of free kits are available at Sparkle Gifts 

& Whatnots (824 S 3rd St.) Monday-Saturday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Post photos of 

your completed egg using the hashtag #ErasmusEggContest for your chance 

to win prizes. Winners will be announced on April 13, which is also Erasmus’ 

official Landing Day. 

 

METRO MATTERS 

East Link Connections transit survey 

East Link is the light rail connection from Seattle-Bellevue-Redmond that 

comes online in 2023. Renton residents must have a voice in determining 

connecting routes. 

Metro and Sound Transit's East Link Connections transit needs survey provides 

that opportunity. The survey is open through April 25, 2021. It is available in 

English, Spanish, Simplified Chinese, Traditional Chinese, Korean, Russian, 

Vietnamese, Hindi, and Tagalog. 

Metro is looking at revising and integrating 42 bus routes to create a 

customer-focused transit network. Their goal is a network that works for more 

people, increases mobility and focuses on improving access to historically 

underserved residents. Renton routes 111, 114, 240, 555, and 556 are under 

consideration for changes. Any service changes would take place in 2023 or 

2024. 

 

North side of the intersection of S Third Street and Williams Avenue S. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Frentonwa.gov%2Fww%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2xNPMl4XFRq3iLqrxvFyfV-fTAv-MbP4pUrxmy1lgWvXs9p3JTMV9pvd0&h=AT2wtiudtfT6xwqbWS-G93ai5GaggzWyMCO4WBlgTBnFGas-RKGKGR0jTptKfjTwcoCDmr2oxFE-4anZRykqhchQ5Mf6U4nD8qc_kPjgfMYt598PVi_CfTiTuP9blN2ZRNlAEVJHYDLS82oJGBBMDW6G&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3dP4oOGbj6CoOLs-V7L_yzdu2juMHOlGAQG2kkBlizMEpHAZFjLXQDcWnLLFL8zQfHncyDQcZBUZOrWVd5s0ehh0q-JEOiRsjsNJ7mwaGsw88jc1yfijFo-WPxb0cn178S3PQ0NKMVoB-x2KsJsnWFIUsZ3iHfdkbjtbgb2VSU2B9uFEhZ84JlYKnXZnuO2DBKug
https://rentondowntown.com/hatchday/
https://rentonwa.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7922657/File/City%20Hall/Mayor/Newsletter/This%20Week%20in%20Renton/2021%20TWIR/88_TWIR_040921/RMAC_Hatch%20Day%20Scorecard%202021.pdf
https://rentonwa.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=7922741&pageId=8564760
https://www.facebook.com/sparklerenton/
https://www.smokingmonkeypizza.com/
https://rentonwa.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=7922741&pageId=8564760
https://rentonwa.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=7922741&pageId=8564760
mailto:arts@rentonwa.gov?subject=Erasmus%20Hatch%20Day%20Scorecard
https://rentonwa.gov/cms/one.aspx?pageId=8920610
https://visitrentonwa.com/roadshows/
https://rentondowntown.com/wp-content/uploads/Erasmus-Egg-Contest.pdf
https://www.soundtransit.org/system-expansion/east-link-extension
https://kingcountymetro.blog/2021/04/05/east-link-connections-community-input-needed-for-future-integrated-bus-and-light-rail-service-in-east-king-county/
https://rentonwa.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7922657/File/City%20Hall/Mayor/Newsletter/This%20Week%20in%20Renton/2021%20TWIR/88_TWIR_040921/RMAC_Hatch%20Day%20Scorecard%202021.pdf
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Metro’s women-led team wins transit innovation award 

King County Metro’s Renton Kent Auburn Area Mobility Project 

(RKAAMP) received Puget Sound Chapter of WTS's Innovative Transportation 

Solution Award. The award acknowledges a local innovative transportation 

project led by a woman or team of women. 

RKAAMP was designed to provide more mobility options to BIPOC (Black, 

Indigenous, and people of color) and underserved communities in south King 

County. The project added route 160 to Renton and revised routes 102, 105, 

148, and DART 906. Also, two flexible service routes will be developed for the 

Highlands and Benson areas. 

Congratulations to Vangie Garcia, Transportation Planning Manager, who led 

Renton’s input into the project. She was one of 13 women to serve on the 

Partner Review Board. 

“It was an honor to work with Metro,” she said. “They used a mobility board of 

27 diverse riders from Renton, Kent, and Auburn who had various mobility 

needs and experiences using transit. 

“The final recommendations came from feedback Metro received from our 

community and surrounding cities.”  

 

COVID-19 

Vaccines eligibility expands April 15 

Starting Thursday, April 15, all Washingtonians age 16 and up will be eligible 

to receive a COVID-19 vaccination. No more using the Department of 

Health’s prioritization guidance webpage to check eligibility. 

Use the Vaccine Locator to find an appointment. The locator is available in 30 

languages and will add seven more languages by the end of the month. Those 

who have further questions or need help making an appointment can call the 

state’s COVID-19 information hotline at 1-800-525-0127, then press #. 

Language assistance is available. 

• COVID Vaccine information 

 

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 

Beyond the Stage: ‘Abridged’ History of Jazz 

Beyond the Stage is a free, monthly Zoom series featuring local and PNW 

artistic creators. Experience a variety of art forms and engage in conversation 

from the comfort of your home. Dates and times will vary.  

From Dixieland to Big Band, how has jazz evolved? 

Find out on Thursday, April 15, 7-8 p.m. via Zoom from educators and 

musicians Mike Simpson (horn) and Brian Hoskins (piano). Mike, of JazzHorn, 

lives in Renton and is a private instructor, conductor of the Renton City 

Concert Band, and retired music educator. Brian is from Kent and is the choral 

conductor at Lindbergh High School and Nelsen Middle School and the choir 

conductor at Rainier Youth Choirs. 

Register at rentonwa.gov/register. 

 

Mindset Training for Adults & Youth 

The “Intro to Mindset Class” for adults and youth introduces fundamental 

mindset skills and practice. Skills will allow adults to take greater control of 

their lives to pursue personal and professional goals. For those 17 and under, 

improve your self-confidence, recognize the power of thoughts and unleash 

your inner leader. 

Courses are led by former college and pro head coach Arvin Mosley Jr., CEO 

and Founder of Triple Impact Coaching. 

Wednesdays, April 14 to May 12. Register for adult classes, 7-7:45 p.m. and 

youth classes, 4:30-5:15 p.m. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkingcounty.gov%2Fdepts%2Ftransportation%2Fmetro%2Fprograms-projects%2Ffares-routes-and-service%2Frenton-kent-auburn-mobility.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Cvgarcia%40rentonwa.gov%7Ca04efb3ca4724f2ba2f408d8f53b0273%7C71014141061148858e98cc96a05e1675%7C1%7C0%7C637528981099473926%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VQqZ2JX5bPAj4waJ44gXfgXeXWD7ylUT6LMZPtpJBvg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkingcounty.gov%2Fdepts%2Ftransportation%2Fmetro%2Fprograms-projects%2Ffares-routes-and-service%2Frenton-kent-auburn-mobility.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Cvgarcia%40rentonwa.gov%7Ca04efb3ca4724f2ba2f408d8f53b0273%7C71014141061148858e98cc96a05e1675%7C1%7C0%7C637528981099473926%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VQqZ2JX5bPAj4waJ44gXfgXeXWD7ylUT6LMZPtpJBvg%3D&reserved=0
https://kingcountymetro.blog/2021/03/22/metros-women-led-team-wins-transit-innovation-award/
https://kingcountymetro.blog/2021/03/22/metros-women-led-team-wins-transit-innovation-award/
https://vaccinelocator.doh.wa.gov/
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/Vaccine?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://cityofrenton.perfectmind.com/24123/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=3c841aea-46ca-4b8e-b369-94fe6bc53c4c&courseId=254616f8-fcc7-4a5b-9695-04c70a28edbd&landingPageBackUrl=/24123/Clients/BookMe4?widgetId=3c841aea-46ca-4b8e-b369-94fe6bc53c4c
https://cityofrenton.perfectmind.com/24123/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=3c841aea-46ca-4b8e-b369-94fe6bc53c4c&courseId=32731142-60de-4a65-b56b-3abc74c5e875&landingPageBackUrl=/24123/Clients/BookMe4?widgetId=3c841aea-46ca-4b8e-b369-94fe6bc53c4c
https://cityofrenton.perfectmind.com/24123/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=3c841aea-46ca-4b8e-b369-94fe6bc53c4c&courseId=580fa79c-b293-420b-aeb6-e879e26837b1&landingPageBackUrl=/24123/Clients/BookMe4?widgetId=3c841aea-46ca-4b8e-b369-94fe6bc53c4c
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Virtual Art “Papier-mâché Spring Fun”  

Ages 8 and up. Celebrate spring with a papier-mâché bird’s nest or a baby 

woodland creature. Follow step-by-step with the instructor to make the nest 

or the creature form. Use the instructor's design to finish, or invent your own 

design with decorative details and complete it from home.  

The course is held on Friday, April 16, at 2 p.m. Register at 

rentonwa.gov/register. 

 

CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

April 5, 2021 Meeting 

• Meeting documents (approved committee reports, motion sheets, and 

council committee meeting calendar) 

• Proclamations: Sexual Assault Awareness Month and Volunteer 

Appreciation Month 

• Council meeting video 

• Committee of the Whole video 

• Approved Minutes from March 22, 2021 meeting 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Renton City Council meets via Zoom. For 

information on viewing or participating in a council meeting, go to 

rentonwa.gov/council. Past meetings are available at rentonwa.gov/youtube. 

 

CALENDAR 

Daily, Senior Meals, free, drive-thru sack lunch pick up. Limited quantities.  

Mon.-Fri., 11:30 a.m., Renton Senior Activity Center, 211 Burnett Ave. N.  

Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Sustainable Renton free drive-through grocery 

store at 

|St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, 1700 Edmonds Ave. NE 

Wednesdays, bi-weekly, 6 p.m., Renton Live! Online connection promoting 

business, nonprofits and activities within the greater Renton community. Find 

the link on the Renton Live Facebook page.  

Library resources and events, ongoing. Filter by event, program, and location. 

kcls.org 

 

April 15, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Pop-Up Blood Drive, Lindbergh High School 

April 16, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Pop-Up Blood Drive, Lindbergh High School 

 

April 17, 10 a.m., Erasmus Hatch Day Celebration!, downtown 

April 17, 11 a.m., Guided Nature Walk for all ages at Gene Coulon Memorial 

Beach Park. rentonwa.gov/register. $12R / $15NR. 

April 24, 9 a.m. -12 p.m. Shred-a-thon & Prescription Take-Back 

Mayor Armondo Pavone (center front) is flanked by the 2021 Renton City Council. 
Ruth Pérez and Council President Randy Corman are seated in the front row. 
Standing: Valerie O’Halloran, Ed Prince, Council President Pro Tem Ryan McIrvin, 
Kim-Khánh Văn, and Angelina Benedetti. 
 

https://cityofrenton.perfectmind.com/24123/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=3c841aea-46ca-4b8e-b369-94fe6bc53c4c&courseId=c6b7cbb1-5db2-4545-9e36-c8318873b7c9&landingPageBackUrl=/24123/Clients/BookMe4?widgetId=3c841aea-46ca-4b8e-b369-94fe6bc53c4c
https://edocs.rentonwa.gov/Documents/Browse.aspx?id=8445228&dbid=0&repo=CityofRenton&cr=1
https://rentonwa.gov/cms/one.aspx?pageId=8568887
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGx3_BK8j48&t=621s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nq30uQeZdTY&t=123s
https://edocs.rentonwa.gov/Documents/Browse.aspx?id=8436762&dbid=0&repo=CityofRenton
https://rentonwa.gov/cms/one.aspx?pageId=8568799
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuYPL89Peh3oH_TIGWtzbvg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Renton+Senior+Activity+Center/@47.4861719,-122.2099379,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x549042a9d4d6769d:0x43b34946f1bf15c4!8m2!3d47.4861719!4d-122.2077492
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1700+Edmonds+Ave+NE,+Renton,+WA+98056/@47.5070168,-122.1869808,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x54906869e21c53db:0x9449a7f13a59cb90!8m2!3d47.5070168!4d-122.1847921
https://www.facebook.com/RentonLIVEnow/?ref=page_internal
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/search/index?_ga=2.248597063.1567507171.1612553057-1292646404.1612553057
https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/GroupLanding.aspx?s=0450
https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/GroupLanding.aspx?s=0450
https://rentondowntown.com/hatchday/
https://cityofrenton.perfectmind.com/24123/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=3c841aea-46ca-4b8e-b369-94fe6bc53c4c&courseId=7de5e828-69b9-45fc-b19f-6ee45ad8809b&landingPageBackUrl=/24123/Clients/BookMe4?widgetId=3c841aea-46ca-4b8e-b369-94fe6bc53c4c
https://rentonwa.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=7922741&pageId=9418405

